only Journal now in existence devoted exclusively to the interests of Dental Science, I felt it to be my duty to inquire into the facts of the case, for the purpose of making them known to the profession, for the common benefit of the human family. I felt convinced that the real facts connected with the melancholy demise of my When visited Tuesday evening, the whole face and neck were excessively swollen, red and painful, and the swelling extended downwards upon the upper part of the chest. Upon the sides of the neck, and in the region of the lower jaw, especially upon the right side from which the tooth was extracted, the swelling was hard and painful under pressure. The tumefaction of the face was so great, as nearly to close the eyes. The mouth could not, without difficulty, be sufficiently opened to protrude the tongue, or to allow an examination of the tongue and fauces. The patient spoke with difficulty, and then scarcely intelligibly. Deglutition was difficult and painful. Respiration laborious, and attended with mucous rattle in the throat, and the patient was frequently, by drinking warm water, irritating the fauces with an instrument, and by voluntary efforts, exciting vomiting, apparently with a view to dislodge the mucus, as he seldom or never vomited until some or all of these means were employed ; the skin was cool and moist; pulse too feeble, irregular and frequent to be counted; great restlessness, and frequent tossing of himself about; made no complaint of pain in the stomach or bowels, or of tenderness under pressure, upon the abdomen ; he has had several motions of the bowels by stool, the effect of a cathartic, muscular strength was sufficient to raise and support himself, upright in bed, and to support himself when helped from the bed with little assistance; voids his urine without any expression of pain or difficulty; no apparent delirium.
The treatment adopted, at this stage of the disease, and under circumstances so apparently desperate, can afford but little light in regard to its tendency, and therefore need not be minutely described. It was evident that the effusion of matter, if suppuration occurred, would not be preceded by adhesive action to prevent the matter from spreading, and would Jbe attended with extensive sloughing of the cellular membrane * It appeared more probable that the patient must speedily sink from irritative fever, and exhaustion. Our only hope was in immediately arresting the tendency to suppuration, at the same time that we afforded the necessary support and quiet to the system. Several leeches were accordingly applied to the neck, and the discharge of blood, promoted by cloths wet in warm water,' also at the solicitation of the patient, the scarifier and a cup, two or three times repeated, were applied in the vicinity of the inflamed part. After In the multitude of instances in which it has been applied, in the same manner, by dentists, no such consequences have heretofore followed. We are told that the symptoms of poisoning by arsenic "are similar, in all essential circumstances,"* whether it is taken into the stomach or applied to a wound. Dr. Jaeger, of Stuttgard, in a summary of results derived from many experiments on animals, observes, that "when applied to the sound skin it seldom injured it. If applied to a wound, it never, after death, was observed to be gangrenous or inflamed, was rarely swollen, but generally pale."t The preparation employed in his experiments was chiefly a solution of the arsenious acid in water, in the*proportion of one to sixteen.
Respectfully, yours,
